
	46  	 CONGRESS AND ITS MEMBERS

rural towns sharply at odds over the burning issue of the enforcement of 
Prohibition, the power struggle over representation was so intractable that 
Congress failed to pass a reapportionment bill after the 1920 census.10 Finally, 
in 1929 a law was enacted that “established a permanent system for apportion-
ing the 435 House seats following each census.”11 Thus the reapportionment of 
House seats occurred after the 1930 census and every census since (Figure 3-1).

For some decades now, older industrial and farm states of the Northeast 
and Midwest have lost ground to fast-growing states in the South and West—
the declining Rust Belt versus the booming Sun Belt. After the 1940 census, 
states in the East and Midwest commanded 58 percent of all House seats, com-
pared with 42 percent for states in the South and West. With the 2000 census, 
the ratio was exactly reversed. Over two generations, then, “a huge shift in 
political power” occurred between the geographic regions.12 The trend contin-
ued with the results of the 2010 census, after which the northeastern and mid-
western states once again lost seats to the Sun Belt. Most dramatically, Texas 
and Florida increased their congressional representation by four and two seats, 
respectively, while Ohio and New York each lost two seats. Redistricting is likely 

Source: “Apportionment Population and Number of Representatives, By State: 2010 Census,” Census Bureau, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, December 21, 2010, http://2010.census.gov/news/pdf/apport2010_table1.pdf. 

Note: Entries show the total number of House seats held by each state. Numbers in parentheses show the 
seats each state will gain or lose under the post-2010 reapportionment.

FIGURE 3-1  �  House Apportionment in the 112th Congress
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